
2	

3 Preparing for Module 5 of Letter-join’s Lesson Plans 

4 Guide to Letter-join’s Lesson Plan 

5 Links to worksheets 

6 Getting Ready for Handwriting 

6 Fine Motor Skills Warm-up Exercises 

7 Tripod Pencil Grip 

8 Comfortable Sitting Position and Correct Paper Position 

9 Handwriting across the curriculum 

11 Lessons 286 to 310: Spelling Appendix 1 Year 3-4 word 
lists and cloze sentences (12 weeks) 

22 Lessons 311 to 322: DIY dictation and times tables 
(6 weeks) 

28 Lessons 323 to 334: Maths topics and MFL: French or 
Spanish (6 weeks) 

34 Lessons 335 to 346: Word of the Week, fun with words, 
geography and science (6 weeks) 

Appendix 

40 Drawing with Words 

41 Word of the Week 

Contents 
Introduction to Letter-join’s Lesson Plans 



3	

Module 5 - linking handwriting to the curriculum 
Module 5 focuses on using handwriting practice to support other 
subjects in the curriculum and, at the same time, builds on fluency and 
consistency. 

This module aims to promote meaningful links with other subjects such 
as English, maths, science, geography, French and Spanish. Making 
such links enables children to apply the skills they are learning in 
context and also provides depth to the curriculum. 

Learners will continue to build on producing fluent, consistent and 
legible handwriting through the regular practice offered in this module’s 
lessons. 

By the end of this module, children should be well prepared to aim for 
the handwriting quality, speed and stamina required in upper KS2. 

Preparing for Module 5 of Letter-join’s Lesson Plans 

Introduction to Letter-join’s Lesson Plans 

Lessons 286 to 346 – What’s covered 

Module 5 contains 60 handwriting lessons presented in sets of two 
lessons per week which can be taught over a school year. 

Each lesson can start with the finger and hand warm-up exercises (page 
6); please ensure that children are using the correct tripod pencil grip and 
sitting in a comfortable position (pages 7 and 8). 

The weekly lessons include suggestions for differentiation and there is an 
appendix showing examples of how to introduce the ‘Word of the Week’ 
and how to create a ‘Drawing with Words’ picture. 

To accompany the Lesson Planner, familiarise yourself with the Letter-
join Handwriting Manual and website so that you can easily access the 
recommended resources featured in the Lesson Plans. 

You can download a PDF of the latest Handwriting Manual here: 
www.letterjoin.co.uk/manual.pdf or email info@letterjoin.co.uk if you 
would like a printed copy sent to you. 
 

Letter-join’s Cursive Handwriting Manual. The Word Animator can be used to model the writing of new spelling words. 
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LESSON Activities Teaching Resources Success Criteria ✓ 

287 • Explain to the children that drawing with words is a very old tradition.
• Display the Drawing with Words example (on page 40) to model ideas for

how to create pictures using words.
• Invite the children to pick out examples of the vocabulary used to describe

each object.
• Choose one of Letter-join’s simple shape drawings for this lesson and

discuss ideas for powerful words to fill the shape.
• Children can use different colours and materials of their choice to fill their

shape with cursive writing.

Teacher explanation and 
demonstration. 
Individual written work. 

‘Drawing with words’ 
appendix, page 40. 
Letter-join’s shape drawings. 
Coloured pencils, felt tips, 
pastels, etc. 

Can the children create a 
picture using cursive 
handwriting words? 
Can they use powerful 
vocabulary to create their 
picture? 

288 • Ask the children to define a tongue twister (a sequence of words that is hard
to say fast).

• Invite them to give examples.
• Display Letter-join’s Tongue Twisters 2 worksheet on the IWB.
• Invite children to read the tongue twisters, slowly at first and then quicker.
• Children can write the tongue twisters neatly using Letter-join’s Tongue

Twisters 2 worksheet or copy into handwriting books from the IWB.

Whole class teaching and 
class discussion. 
Individual written work. 

Letter-join’s Tongue Twisters 2 
worksheet or handwriting 
books. 
Handwriting pencils/pens. 

Can the children explain what 
tongue twisters are? 
Can they read and copy well-
known tongue twisters 
correctly? 

Differentiation 

Extra Practice 
Children can write a tongue twister in their best 
handwriting and decorate for display. 

Extra Challenge 
Find other examples of tongue twisters to read and 
learn to say quickly. 

Lessons 286 and 287: Week 1 

Drawing with Words 
Tongue Twisters 2 

Learning outcomes: 

• To understand what tongue twisters are.
• To be able to read, copy and learn well-known

tongue twisters.

• To create a simple word drawing using cursive 
handwriting.

• To be able to use powerful vocabulary to describe 
a word drawing. 
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LESSON Activities Teaching Resources Success Criteria ✓ 

323 • Invite the children to explain why sometimes we round numbers (rounding makes a
number simpler and easier to use when estimating a total).

• Ask if they can recount the rule for rounding numbers (below 5 round down, 5 or above
round up).

• Display Letter-join’s Rounding Rhyme worksheet and ask the children to read the rhyme
together.

• Use Letter-join’s Word Animator to model numbers which can be rounded to the nearest
ten by the children.

• Children to practise rounding numbers to the nearest ten with Letter-join’s Rounding
Rhyme worksheet or copy into handwriting books from the IWB.

• Learn the rhyme for rounding numbers.

Whole class teaching and 
class discussion. 
IWB demonstration and 
interactivity. 
Individual written work. 

Letter-join’s Rounding 
Rhyme worksheet or 
handwriting books. 
Letter-join’s Word Animator 
facility. 
Handwriting pencils/pens. 

Can the children copy a 
simple rhyme and the 
numbers 0-9 correctly? 
Can they demonstrate 
an understanding of 
rounding numbers? 

324 • Display Letter-join’s MFL worksheet ‘The House’ in French or Spanish.
• Read the French or Spanish words to the children for the parts of the house.
• Use Letter-join’s Word Animator to model individual words in the language selected.
• Invite the children to choose and trace the words using the ‘Try’ facility on the Word Bank.
• Encourage the children to use Letter-join’s Magic Words  facility to practise individual

words on their tablets.
• Children to label the parts of the house using printed letters in English and French/

Spanish on Letter-join’s ‘The House’ worksheet.
• Children can practise learning the parts of the house in the chosen language.

Whole class teaching. 
IWB demonstration and 
interactivity. 
Individual tablet practice. 
Individual written work. 

Letter-join’s Word Animator 
and Magic Words  facility. 
Letter-join’s MFL worksheet 
‘The House’ worksheet. 
Handwriting pencils/pens. 

Can the children use 
printed letters to label 
the parts of a house in 
both English and 
French/Spanish? 
Can they name the 
parts of a house in the 
chosen language? 

Differentiation 

Extra Practice 
Children can work in pairs to practise saying 
the vocabulary, in the chosen language, to 
their partner. 

Extra Challenge 
Children can practise rounding numbers to 
the nearest hundred. 

Lessons 323 and 324: Week 19 

Rounding Rhyme 
French or Spanish: The House 

Learning outcomes: 

• To use printed letters to label the parts of a
house in both English and French/Spanish.

• To be able to name the parts of a house in
the chosen language.

• To copy a simple rhyme and numbers 0-9
neatly.

• To demonstrate an understanding of
rounding numbers.




