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Lessons 347 to 406: producing quality handwriting

A cross-curricular approach to handwriting
The 60 lessons in this module focus on producing
quality handwriting automatically
Children’s spelling and comprehension of advanced vocabulary is supported in
the next series of spelling lists and cloze sentences using the Appendix 1 Year
5/6 words. Spellings requiring extra practice can be examined in more detail
using Letter-join’s ‘Word of the Week’ template. The English language is further
explored with our resources for proverbs, idioms, jokes and the Phonetic
alphabet.
With Letter-join’s next set of KS2 Dictation exercises, pupils will develop their
understanding of revising and checking a text so that their writing makes
sense. Your learners will be introduced to different types of poetry through
Letter-join’s shape poem, haiku, kennings, riddles and limericks worksheets.
In order to build on their use of advanced vocabulary and dictionary skills,
learners will continue to explore new words with Letter-join’s ‘Word of the
Week’ lessons.

Children now need to work towards writing automatically in order that they
can produce a greater volume of higher quality work without having to think
about the process. Letter-join’s Nice ’n’ Neat section provides the
opportunity to develop fluency through copying longer passages.
In addition to this, Letter-join’s history worksheets also promote speedy
writing; children who write quickly, generally write more and produce better
quality content.
Practice in using printed letters to label diagrams is also offered in the
history, geography and science worksheets, whereas revision of symbols is
covered in the Secret Codes worksheet.
This module’s MFL worksheets introduce more French and Spanish
vocabulary as well as modelling how to write longer sentences, aiming to
boost your learners’ confidence, in the selected language.

A selection of Letter-join’s resources
for improving handwriting.

Example of Mirror writing.

Appendix 1, Year 5-6 words are used for ‘Read,
trace and copy’ spelling lists and in a series of
cloze sentence worksheets.

A selection of worksheets from across the curriculum to promote
fluency and speedy handwriting.
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Lessons 347 and 348: Week 1

Mirror Writing
The Phonetic Alphabet
LESSON

347

348

Activities
• Introduce the children to mirror writing (see examples on page 40).

Learning outcomes:
• To use cursive handwriting on a larger scale
to create mirror writing.

Teaching

• To be able to communicate messages using the
Phonetic Alphabet Code.

Resources

Teacher explanation and
demonstration.

Letter-join appendix
(mirror writing).

• Using a pencil, write your name in cursive handwriting on one side of the tent
and add some decoration.
• Place the folded piece of paper against a window with the blank side facing
towards you. Using the window as a lightbox*, trace over your handwriting and
decoration to create a mirror image.
• Open out the paper and use coloured pencils, felt tip pens, pastels, paints or
other materials to decorate your mirror writing picture.

Individual work.

A4 paper.

• Explain to the children the purpose of the Phonetic Alphabet Code used by the
police, military and other emergency services.

Whole class teaching.

• Fold a piece of A4 or A5 paper to make a long tent shape.

Coloured pencils, pastels,
paints.

Individual written work.

Letter-join’s The Phonetic
Alphabet worksheet.
Handwriting books or Letterjoin’s A4 lined writing paper
(optional).

• Display Letter-join’s The Phonetic Alphabet worksheet on the IWB and invite
children to read the code words representing each letter of the alphabet.
• Ask children to spell their names using the code words
(e.g. Joe = Juliet, Oscar, Echo).

Success Criteria

✓

Can the children use
cursive handwriting on a
larger scale to produce
mirror writing?

Can the children
communicate messages
using the Phonetic Alphabet
Code?

Handwriting pens.

• Practise writing the code words using Letter-join’s The Phonetic Alphabet
worksheet or copy into handwriting books/Letter-join’s lined writing paper.

Differentiation
* A lightbox is a translucent surface illuminated from behind, used for situations
where a shape laid upon the surface needs to be seen with high contrast.

Extra Practice

Extra Challenge

Children can write the names of family members
or pets using mirror writing.

Make up a shopping list and dictate it to a partner
using the Phonetic code. Check that your partner
has written the list correctly.

10

Lessons 397 and 398: Week 26

Nice ‘n’ Neat: Turtles
Geography: Famous Volcanoes

LESSON

397

Activities

Learning outcomes:
• To be able to contribute to a class discussion.

• To copy the names of famous volcanoes correctly.

• To be able to write legibly, fluently and with
increasing speed.

• To use research to find out facts about volcanoes.

Teaching

Resources

• Display Letter-join’s Turtles worksheet.

Whole class teaching.

Letter-join’s Turtles worksheet.

• Explain to the class that they are going to practise their handwriting speed and
stamina by copying the text neatly.

Class discussion.

Handwriting books or Letter-join’s
A4 lined writing paper (optional).

Individual written work.

Handwriting pens.

• Invite individual children to read one sentence at time, then discuss the text
with the class.

Success Criteria

✓

Can the children contribute
to a class discussion?
Can they write legibly,
fluently and with increasing
speed?

• Practise handwriting speed and stamina with Letter-join’s Turtles worksheet.
• Proof read to check for mistakes and edit if necessary.

398

• Invite the children to explain what a volcano is (an opening in the Earth’s top
layer, usually in a mountain, from which hot gases, ash and lava can escape).

Whole class teaching.
Individual work.

Letter-join’s Famous Volcanoes
worksheet.
Handwriting books or Letter-join’s
A4 lined writing paper (optional).

• Use Letter-join’s Word animator to model the names of famous volcanoes.
• Encourage children to use Letter-join’s Magic words facility to practise the
volcano names on their tablets.

Handwriting pens.

• Practise writing the names of volcanoes with Letter-join’s Famous Volcanoes
worksheet.

Can the children copy the
names of famous volcanoes
correctly?
Can they use research to
find out facts about
volcanoes?

• Research one of the volcanoes listed and write some facts about it.

Differentiation
Extra Practice

Extra Challenge

Find and copy neatly some more facts about
turtles.

Choose two famous volcanoes and write down the
differences between them.
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